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In 2023, the European Association of Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres
(EURASLIC) celebrated its 35" anniversary. EURASLIC was founded in 1988 in Plymouth, UK
as an independent, non-profit, European interest group that gathers together information
specialists from aquatic sciences libraries and information centres. Being a regional group of the
International Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and Information Centres
(IAMSLIC) the association is also globally connected. Over the years EURASLIC libraries jointly
undertook different projects, united their efforts within activities of Special Interest Groups (SIG),
and made available their invaluable collections to the whole EURASLIC group through inter-library
loan. The association currently issues three publications: Conference proceedings, EURASLIC
Newsletter, and the Euraslic leaflet. The association thrives on the exchange of information and
ideas, made possible by staff exchanges, regular virtual or in-person meetings and through the
biennial EURASLIC conference. This conference is held biennially at different members’

institutions and countries, and celebrates its 20th jubilee this year, for EURASLIC XX.

This paper gives an historical overview of EURASLIC along with updates on its activities in recent

years.
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Historical overview

EURASLIC is a European professional association that gathers together specialists from aquatic
sciences libraries and information centres. EURASLIC is an independent, non-profit, European
interest group established in order to strengthen collaboration between libraries in the same field,
to provide a platform for the exchange of ideas and information on issues of mutual concern
relevant to aquatic sciences in Europe. EURASLIC is also a regional group of the International

Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and Information Centres (IAMSLIC).

The idea of creating a European association was initiated by Allen Varley and David Moulder
(Zdanowska, 2009) and developed by the United Kingdom Marine and Freshwater Librarians'
Group. For the 1988 annual meeting of the group, invitations were extended to other European
aquatic and marine science libraries and organisations. The meeting was attended by 36
participants, from Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Finland, France, Monaco, Portugal, UK, and the
USA (Moulder, 1988). Each library introduced itself and their current situation. The idea of further
cooperation and creating a European network of libraries was accepted unanimously, so this
meeting held in Plymouth in 1998 is considered as the inaugural meeting of EURASLIC (Varley,
2005).

The second very successful meeting was held in Paris in 1990. During that meeting the name
EURASLIC (European Association of Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres) was
established. Although it was decided at the first EURASLIC meeting to identify institutions and
individuals throughout Europe who might usefully cooperate, the idea was further developed

during the Paris meeting which was the basis for the creation of a directory of European marine

and freshwater science information resources (Baron& Varley, 1998). Altogether three editions of

the directory were published. The first edition of the Directory of European aquatic science
libraries and information was published in 1991, the second one in 1994. The first two versions
were available as print editions while the third edition published in 2003 was (and still is) available

on the Internet.

At the same meeting the possibilities of EURASLIC operating as a regional group within the
framework of IAMSLIC, whilst retaining European autonomy were discussed (Simpson,1990).
EURASLIC was registered in Paris in 1992. (Baron& Varley, 1998). That same year EURASLIC

bylaws were ratified (Varley, 2005). Bylaws define the name and objectives of organisation, types
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of membership, composition of Executive Board and duties of officers, nominating and election

process, funding, meetings regulation etc.

At that time EURASLIC had its own account and was the only Regional Group of IAMSLIC with
its own Treasurer. The members could choose whether to pay a higher price for combined
EURASLIC/IAMSLIC membership or to pay just for EURASLIC membership. The combined
EURASLIC/IAMSLIC membership was abolished in 2006 and from then, members pay just one
membership price becoming immediately EURASLIC and IAMSLIC members with the possibility
to enjoy the benefits of both organisations (Haspeslagh, 2007). As EURASLIC was registered in
France, for years only members from France were eligible for the position of Treasurer which
limited the choice. That changed thanks to the launching of the euro in the Eurozone, which
allowed EURASLIC to have at least one treasurer from Germany. That proved to be quite
complicated changing the bank address and account and to have a treasurer every now and then
from another country. Therefore, it was decided in 2009 to close the bank account and to transfer
the rest of the money to the IAMSLIC bank account, while the IAMSLIC Treasurer kindly became
EURASLIC treasurer as well.

EURASLIC’s first website was created by David Moulder, The Marine Biological Association
(MBA) / Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML) UK in 1996. Since 1999 the website has been hosted
in Greece by the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research. The domain name euraslic.org was
registered in 2001 (Varley,2005). At the Kiel Conference in 2003, the EURASLIC Board decided
to grant a project to redesign the EURASLIC website. It was soon felt necessary to completely
renew the site, regarding content, lay-out and hosting. A web site committee formulated
recommendations for content and lay-out, and these were implemented by a small task group at
the new hosting institute (Flanders Marine Institute VLIZ, Belgium). In June 2004 the new site
www.euraslic.org was launched. Even though the site was well received in order to improve it
further, the Website working group was established in 2007 with the goal to review the existing
site and to propose new solutions. One of the reasons for the revision was selection of the new
software for the website that will allow managing the site from a web interface, so any changes
could be made by whoever is authorised, which was not possible previously. The other
requirements were to enhance the website in order to incorporate a blog or news, and to support
collaborative authoring of content. At the time two software options were taken into account:
WordPress and Joomla. Also there were two options for hosting of the site: on Dreamhost platform
together with IAMSLIC or to continue with VLIZ, which was a hosting institute at the moment. After

voting the Euraslic Web Committee decided to stay at VLIZ. To migrate pages more easily it was
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decided that the look of the site was not going to be changed too much. The current website
developed and hosted by VLIZ Flanders Marine Institute, was released on January 14, 2011. The
whole EURASLIC site was migrated by VLIZ from Joomla to Drupal management system in
August 2015. Data about membership that were available as a list on the previous website are
now gathered directly from the IAMSLIC membership database and displayed on the EURASLIC
website. In 2022 a task group was formed with the assignment to revise the web. Accordingly,
the content has been updated and new pages are included but the design remains the same.

In 1990 the EURASLIC Bulletin Board was established on Omnet's SCIENCEnet electronic mail
system (Varley, 2005). At that time, it was one of the world's largest electronic mail networks for
the international scientific and engineering community. Among other entities it was used by ASFIS
members, IAMSLIC, and international agencies. Within the system it was possible to create
Bulletin boards, mailing lists, user groups, to receive news etc. (Hale,1990). As other Internet
services became available the system was closed in November 1992 and replaced by the
EURASLIC discussion list. The decision to create such a list was made at the EURASIC meeting
held in Athens, Greece in 1998. The moderator of the list was Barbara Schmidt. In 2001 the
EURASLIC discussion list merged with yahoo allowing members to access the list as registered
yahoo users. Later that functionality was possible by using the integral facility of the EURASLIC
website. A month after launching the site in 2004, a forum was added to the site (Varley, 2005).
This forum replaced the old Yahoogroups application, which was mainly used as a platform for
the EURASLIC mailing-list. All information and services, including the mailing-list, from the Yahoo-
group were transferred to the new EURASLIC-forum by the end of 2004. As the EURASLIC Forum
was quite inactive, especially after ILL requests were separated from the forum, the poll on the
future of Forum was conducted in 2011. After voting it was decided not to maintain the forum

anymore and it was removed from the website.

At the 3rd EURASLIC meeting there was a workshop dedicated to inter-library loan (ILL). As a
consequence, it was decided to create a EURASLIC network for interlibrary lending. It was agreed
to use the network to supply copies only, as many libraries have problems with sending books
abroad. Besides it was agreed that in general there will be no charges, but that also depends on
the number of pages, number of requests and on the policy of the different libraries. For that
purpose, a form was created called the EURASLIC interlibrary lending request (Rientjes; Mex-
Jorgensen, 1993). For communication purposes, to allow the exchange of ideas and information
among members, a mailing list was created. The mailing list is widely used for interlibrary loan

and it prevails as the format for ILL requests amongst EURASLIC members. In 1996 at the Malta
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conference it was suggested to use ILL as a subject in emails for that purpose, and that is still in
use even today. In 1998 thanks to negotiations with RLG Company EURASLIC members were
able to obtain the Ariel full version software at a reduced price for the purpose of interlibrary loan
(Goulala, 2000). Ariel could deliver documents to other Ariel workstations through FTP or email,
and convert them to PDF files for patron delivery using the advantages of the Internet at the time
(Hosburgh, 2010). In 2002, IAMSLIC developed a resource-sharing system IAMSLIC Z39.50
Distributed Library based on Z239.50 protocol that searches standard OPAC catalogues. Smaller
libraries have the possibility to share library holdings through the online Union List of Marine and
Aquatic Serials. Both systems are at the disposal of EURASLIC libraries to submit their requests
(Butler, 2004). As the information about inter-library loan activities within the group are dispersed

through various services it is difficult to gather correct data about total requests.

At the meeting held in Bremerhaven, in 1992 the UNESCO CDS/ISIS library management
software was presented to EURASLIC members (McFadden, 1993; Molder, 1993). It was of

particular interest to participants from developing countries, as it was provided at little or no cost.

The idea of creating the EURASLIC Archive was approved in 2000. The first EURASLIC archivist
was Sofia Goulala as she started the idea during her presidency by gathering and maintaining
EURASLIC documents from 1998 onwards. EURASLIC archivist is a member of the EURASLIC
Executive Board. Matgorzata Grabowska-Popow took the duty of EURASLIC archivist in 2009.

An Archive outline was posted on the web in 2022.
Publishing

Publishing is one of the significant EURASLIC activities. In the past, as noted, EURASLIC
published three editions of the EURASLIC directory. EURASLIC Newsletters, leaflet and

conference proceedings are published on a regular basis.

The EURASLIC Newsletter has been published since 1989 (Baron& Varley, 1998). The
EURASLIC logo was designed in 1998 the same year the Newsletter was redesigned to
incorporate the logo (Goulala, 2000). It was also decided to publish two issues per year and to
apply for an ISSN which was assigned. During the conference held in 2011 in Lyon there was
discussion about the Newsletter’s future, as the blogs become popular and could bring news
immediately. It was decided to continue with publishing the Newsletters, however it should be
reduced to once a year instead of twice. Since 2000 all newsletters have been available online,

and reached its jubilee 50™ issue in 2021.
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The first EURASLIC leaflet in print was produced by Joan Baron and Sarah Heat in 1998. The
EURASLIC leaflet has been revised several times. The last version was designed and published
in June 2017. The leaflet is available in five languages (English, French, Ukrainian, Russian and

Polish) and its content is regularly updated.

Members have the opportunity to publish their work in Conference proceedings. Until 2007 the
proceedings were published in print and distributed to the members by mail. At the conference
held in Krimskoe Primor'e it was decided to publish e-proceedings instead of print. The
proceedings of the 12th Biennial Meeting was distributed on CD-ROM. Since 2010 the
proceedings have been available online on the EURASLIC web pages, even the older ones, and

the page was updated with missing issues in 2022.
EURASLIC conferences

One of the most important activities of the association is the EURASLIC conference. This is where
members can present their work and their institutions, but above all it is an opportunity to meet
the member colleagues personally, which gives a sense of community and lays the foundation for
everlasting friendship. At the beginning, meetings were held more frequently as there was a need
to establish rules of procedure, to work out principles of cooperation and organisational structures,
but after the initial period EURASLIC conferences are usually held biennially. So far 20 meetings
were held: in Plymouth, Paris, Lelystad, Bremerhaven, Gdynia, Valletta, Athens, Aberdeen, Brest,
Kiel, Split, Krimskoe Primor'e, Brugge. Varna, Rome, Bremen, Zagreb, virtually via Galway, and
Brussels. Some of the conferences were held in conjunction with the International Association of
Aquatic and Marine Sciences Libraries and Information Centres (IAMSLIC). The fourth meeting
in Bremerhaven, ninth meeting in Brest, thirteenth meeting in Bruges, sixteenth meeting in Rome

and nineteenth virtual meeting were joint EURASLIC/IAMSLIC events.

The first two meetings (Plymouth, Paris) were mainly dedicated to the formation of the
association, where conditions were defined for EURASLIC to become a formal organisation as

well as forms of future collaboration with IAMSLIC.

The third meeting took place in Lelystad in 1991 in the Netherlands. At the conference, members
from Poland and Russia were noticed and welcomed. The discussion was about ways of
enhancing national and international cooperation. Agreement was reached over interlibrary

lending and the future structure of EURASLIC. Apart from the reports, several databases were
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presented. Furthermore, steps were made towards the improvement of European input into the

aquatic database ASFA (van Leeuwen, 1993).

The fourth meeting was held a year later in 1992 at the Alfred Wegener Institute, Bremerhaven,
Germany. It was combined with the 18th IAMSLIC conference. This was the first IAMSLIC
conference held in Europe. The conference was dedicated to aquatic information resources and
tools. A special session was given to German libraries. Especially well-received was a workshop
on CDS/ISIS, a software program developed by UNESCO and used widely by libraries and
information centres across the world. During the conference the EURASLIC Board meeting was
held. At that meeting it was decided that EURASLIC as an association will be registered in Paris,
preparations for a new EURASLIC directory were taken and the place for the next conference

was chosen (Fuseler; Wiist 1993).

As more members from Central and Eastern European countries joined EURASLIC, it was of
great importance to have a meeting in that part of the world. The Fifth EURASLIC Meeting was
held in Gdynia, Poland, at Sea Fisheries Institute, under the direction of Henryk Ganowiak, the
head of the library and information centre of Sea Fisheries Institute (SFI). It has been already
accepted and established that speakers from different European countries report on the progress
of work in their respective institutions. These presentations have been termed "country reports”
and so far at least one session of a EURASLIC conference was devoted to this type of
presentation where participants share experiences from their own work and discuss access to
electronic information sources. There has been an increase in cooperation between libraries and
information centres with a fishery and aquatic profile. A special part was dedicated to the
CDS/ISIS Databases workshop (Moulder, Varley, 1995).
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Photo 1. EURASLIC V, Gdynia, 1994

The sixth conference was held in Valetta, the capital of Malta, in April 1996. The majority of the
presentations at this conference were "country reports" in which participants shared their
experiences and information about progress in their own libraries and information centres. At the
same time the concept of assistance in acquiring fisheries and water science literature between
the European library members of EURASLIC was further developed. It was the basis for the future

inter library loan activities (Moulder et al, 1996).

Beginning with the seventh EURASLIC conference held in Athens, Greece, on May 6-8, 1998,
each subsequent conference was given a title. Thus, the Greek "meeting" was held under the title
"People and technology: sharing knowledge and shaping the future of aquatic information in
Europe" (Charou et al, 1998). It was expected that the papers submitted to the conference would
be thematically coherent and match the established theme. However, reports on the progress of

library work in individual countries, the "country reports", were still an important element.

The eighth conference fell in a special year - 2000, the millennium year, and this was reflected in

the slogan under which it was announced. The title was: "New skills for the Millennium™" The
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conference was held May 3-5, 2000, in Aberdeen, UK, with Joan Baron-Varley making a major
contribution to its organisation. The conference discussed new tasks of libraries, new information
media, electronic journals, and the growing role of the Internet. The participants had the
opportunity to attend several workshops: User Education and On-line Databases, here they
reviewed - ASFA IDS (CSA); Oceanbase (Elsevier) and oneFish (SIFAR/FAQO) (Heat et al, 2000).

The next conference "Managing resources in a sea of change" (Markham et al, 2002) was held
in Brest, France from 14 to 19 October 2001 and was special because the 9th EURASLIC
conference was held in conjunction with the 27th IAMSLIC conference. Given the date (one month
after the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York), there were concerns about
attendance. The fears were unfounded, because many IAMSLIC representatives from the USA
as well as from Africa and other continents came. Joan Baron Varley, who was president of
EURASLIC at the time, presented a report on the activities and statistics of the association. A
report on the activities of IAMSLIC was presented by the then President-Elect Linda Pikula
(Pikula, 2002). During this conference, discussions were initiated to increase the integration of
the two associations, as the European branch was independent and separate. Virtual information
sources received much attention and papers were presented on the development of "wallless or,
virtual" libraries (Markham et al., 2002). In the panel session, a new portal that collects all
information related to fisheries created in FAO and released under the name of One-Fish was
demonstrated. It contained descriptions of scientific institutes involved in fish and aquatic
environment research, information on research, programs, conferences, and even provided new
jobs in various countries for specialists in such fields as fisheries, aquatic ecology, oceanography,
etc. (Baron-Varley 2002).

The tenth EURASLIC conference was held on 6-9 May 2003 in Kiel, Germany. It was organised
by the libraries of the Institut fir Meereskunde and Universitaet Kiel. The title of the conference
was: "Smooth sailing: crossing the boundaries in aquatic sciences information management"”
(Bacheva et al., 2003). During this conference a lot of attention was paid to transition from print
to electronic media, cataloguing the Internet, and networking. The activities of Cambridge
Scientific Abstracts and the functioning of ASFA were also discussed. There was also a
presentation of the database of natural and agricultural journals - AGORA (Collins 2003). One
session was devoted to "cataloguing on the Internet," how to find the information you need, and
how to navigate in cyberspace. The Belgian representative from the Flanders Marine Institute in
Ostend, Jan Haspeslagh, discussed a project to create a website for EURASLIC, which is still

functioning today and fulfils an important role in the information and library cooperation. At the
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workshop ‘Getting lost in cyberspace’ websites of scientific institutes were analysed, stressing the
mandatory data for a well-functioning website, its individual features and evaluating their

advantages or disadvantages (McCulloch, 2003).

The eleventh conference was organised by the Ruder BoSkovi¢ Institute in Zagreb and Institute
of Oceanography and Fisheries in Split, Croatia, on 4-6 May 2005. The title was "Open waters -
open sources" centring around Open Access. Consequently, a lot of the papers and presentations
reflected on what Open Access should be and how to organise it, but also gave insight on Open
Access projects already underway in aquatic libraries across Europe (Konjevic et al., 2006).
During this conference several workshops were held. This was not the first such form of
knowledge transfer to conference participants, as this type of "training" had already been provided
at previous conferences. There was an interesting workshop conducted by a specialist from
Belgium, Mr. Paul Nieuwenhuysen, on the use of online possibilities for acquiring literature, for
example, through Google Scholar (Nieuwenhuysen, 2006). Also several Special Interest groups

had discussion sessions during the meeting.

The twelfth EURASLIC Conference took place in Crimea and was organised by the Ukrainian
Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas from Sevastopol on May 2-4, 2007. This time the title
was "From treasures of the seas - to treasures of the libraries" and it was dedicated to library
resources with consideration given to old, rare or archival books. The role of the library in the
modern circulation of information, the needs and expectations of readers and information users

were analysed (Konjevic et al, 2009).

Another joint conference was organised on September 27-October 1, 2009 in Bruges, Belgium,
as the 35th meeting of IAMSLIC and the 13th EURASLIC meeting. The title of the conference
was: Confluence of Ideas: Evolving to meet the challenges of global change. The focus of the
conference was on the topic how libraries could adapt to the challenges of our times. Innovative
and customised services such as data publishing, data curation, involvement in
cyberinfrastructure, collaborations and marketing of the library or information centres were
discussed (Barr, 2009).

Caught in the “fishing net” of information was the title of the 14th Biennial Meeting of the European
Association of Aquatic Science Libraries and Information Centres, that took place in Lyon, France,
on 17-20 May 2011. The conference was held jointly with 28th annual conference of the French

group of librarians and documentarists in marine and freshwater science OMER (EauxMer). A
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very wide range of papers were presented at the conference. Among others, there were
presentation on the 50th Anniversary of the IOC/IODE Programme; a description of VOA3R, as
a European Research Consortium Project for digital libraries, subjects like bibliometric and citation
analysis, search engine optimisation, open access, country reports, group activities, poster
presentation and also user surveys (Baligand, 2011).

At the Lyon conference, there were three proposals for the 2013 EURASLIC conference: Bulgaria,
Russia and Poland. Although Moscow was chosen as the next conference site, due to some
changes at the organiser institute, the 15th Biennial Conference of the European Association of
Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres was held in Varna, Bulgaria from 13-15 May.
At Varna EURASLIC celebrated its 25th anniversary along the warm Black Sea with a birthday
cake. The official part of the conference started with a brief overview of EURASLIC history and
its activities. The participants had the opportunity to discuss the management of scientific
information in accordance with the title Ocean of Data & Information: Creating Value by their
Organisation and Management. Among other things, the meeting provided an insight into creation
and functionalities of some repositories (CEEMAR, FULIR, INTEGRYB). Other presentations
covered subjects such as: information literacy, e- libraries, information systems, Black Sea
biodiversity and Black Sea ancient coastlines. ODINECET project gave an overview on ongoing
activities, and following the tradition of the EURASLIC conference there were also country and

institutional reports presented (Bacheva, 2013).

Although there was more than one institution willing to host the 2015 conference the FAO was
chosen as the host of the joint 41st IAMSLIC Conference/16th EURASLIC Biennial Meeting.
Conference that was held in Rome, ltaly from 7-11 September. The theme was “Blue Growth”
that is defined as: "sustainable growth and development emanating from economic activities in
the oceans, wetlands and coastal zones, that minimize environmental degradation, biodiversity
loss and unsustainable use of living aquatic resources, and maximize economic and social
benefits" (Bartley et al., 2018). Both presentations and posters proved that '‘Blue Growth' can be
understood in many ways. Presentations covered topics like managing scientific data, sustainable
information management, innovations and technology at library user services (Bartley et al.,
2018). One of the main topics discussed during the conference was how to keep IAMSLIC and
EURASLIC relevant and establish successful library partnerships. During the conference, a
meeting of the ODINECET Steering Group was held on the 10th anniversary of the group. This
highly successful conference was well attended by 90 participants from 30 countries and from all

6 regional groups of IAMSLIC, all enjoying the wonders of Rome. The only shadow of the meeting
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was the information that the FAO fisheries library as one of EURASLIC libraries was closed and

subsumed into the main FAO library (Barr, 2016).

Photo 2. EURASLIC XVI, Rome 2015

Riding the Wave: Information Retrieval and Resource Management for the Future was the title of
the next 17th Euraslic conference, which took place in Bremen, Germany from 8-10th May. Peter
Pissierssens, from IODE, and Matthew Buys from ORCID kindly accepted an invitation to give a
presentation at the EURASLIC meeting. Peter Pissierssens, with the help of David Baca who
joined the session via Skype, gave an overview on IODE-IAMSLIC cooperation in which
EURASLIC as a sub-regional group is interested as well. Main activities of IODE were shown with
emphasis on their new policy that is directed towards sustainability. Matthew Buys gave an
overview of the ORCID persistent digital identifier that is already adopted by many publishers and
some CRIS systems and is interoperable with DOl and some other identifier schemes. Barbara
Bultmann from National Marine Biological Library, Marine Biological Association, Plymouth, UK
gave a presentation on the DIGIMAR project. ASFA and its activities were presented along with

the ASFA Trust Fund and discussions were held on what direction the ASFA database should be
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developed. How it is hard to find literature on a particular subject and the importance of rare and
special collections in libraries was stressed by Nils Moosdorf, from ZMT (Konjevic, 2017). The
Conference encompassed a variety of topics: from journals and publishing, open access,
research data management, to research information technology, databases etc. Participants also
paid a visit to the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research, Bremerhaven having
a round table discussion on shaping the future of EURASLIC. For the first time several colleagues
joined the conference via Skype which somehow announced the future direction of the

conferences (Schrader ; Konjevic, 2017).

Singing in the rain or rather Deliberating in the rain has become a symbol of the 18th Euraslic
members' meeting in Zagreb, in May 2019. Although it was cold and raining outside the windows,
the atmosphere of the meeting was, as usual, warm. The very title of the conference River of no
Return: Sail or Sink helped to raise the temperature of the meeting. How can libraries survive in
times of such rapid technological advances, how to sail so as not to sink, the challenge of Open
Science - these were the questions the conference participants tried to answer. GDPR was one
of the hot topics for the European libraries, therefore it was also presented among other subjects.
There were three workshops during the conference, one giving an overview of the joint activities
between EURASLIC and IAMSLIC, presented by the presidents of the both associations, Maria
Kalentis gave an interesting workshop about the new developments in ASFA. Ekaterina Kulakova
organised a workshop on OceanDocs. The workshop was sponsored by IODE. Other topics
addressed at the conference were data management, copyright issues, new and innovative library
services and activities, new publishing models, as well as the country/institutional reports (Mayer
et al., 2019; Goosens, 2019).

All in-person conferences were usually followed by some interesting field trip like rafting on the
Cetina river, hiking the Karadag mountain, Kaliakra trip, Perouges, Bruges by Boat, and walking

in the rain along Plitvice lakes.
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Photo 3. Karadag Mountain - EURASLIC XlI (2007)

Photo 4. Lyon underground tunnels- EURASLIC XIV (2011)
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Photo 5. Walking in the rain - Plitvice lakes - EURASLIC XVIII (2019)

The following years were full of surprises and unexpected changes. Even though the AWI as a
host for the joint EURASLIC/IAMSLIC conference was presented in Zagreb, due to the departure
of Kathrin Brannemann to a new job, EURASLIC had to look for another host. Luckily Stephanie
Ronan (Marine Institute Oceanus Library, Galway) offered to host the joint conference. Everybody
was looking forward to visiting Ireland but all of a sudden COVID-19 outbreak occurred in 2020.
Nevertheless, there was still hope that all will be over by 2021, but as time was approaching it
was obvious due to pandemic and travel impediments that an online conference was the only
alternative. The first EURASLIC online meeting was held on October 12-14, 2021, in conjunction
with the 47th Annual IAMSLIC conference. It took place live from the Marine Institute, Galway,
Ireland. The title of the conference was Libraries Supporting Our Ocean: Sustaining and
preserving our shared ocean for our shared future. It was a completely new experience for

everyone, but the conference was a success, with presentations and posters on topics including
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libraries supporting the sustainable development goals, micro plastic pollution in the library, Open
Science, IODE, the effects of the pandemic on libraries. There were around 20 diverse
presentations, a panel discussion, a poster, breakout discussion, board meetings, regional
meetings, movies and a quiz, all together with a lot of content for participants to enjoy (Ronan,
2021). Registration was free for the EURASLIC/IAMSLIC members, thanks to generous
sponsorship from the Marine Institute. The conference was hosted via Microsoft Teams and
expertly moderated by Stephanie Ronan, bringing an Irish feel to the online event.

Photo 6. EURASLIC XIX, joint virtual conference (2021)

After four years of virtual meetings, the 20th Biennial Conference of the European Association of
Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres, was held as an in-person conference in
Brussels, Belgium from 3-5 May 2023. The title was Sustainability and infodiversity: (aquatic)
libraries strengthening biodiversity knowledge. The conference started with a welcome speech
and ice-breaker. A short overview of EURASLIC's history was followed by an invited lecture by
Peter Pissierssens on ‘The evolving role of marine information in the IODE programme’. The
conference covered a range of diverse topics. Several Research Information Systems were
presented (FRIS, PURE, CroRIS). Focus was also given to open science and data management,
and publishing. The publishing was also mentioned from the perspective of grey publishing and

predatory publishers. Participants were updated on ASFA projects. During the OpenASFA
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workshop new records were created and the best ones won prizes. The workshop was followed
by a presentation on AquaDocs. Open Science was also the topic of the poster by Flanders
Hydraulics Research speaking on optimising research data, and their disclosure and visibility
through an expert platform, while the other poster brought light on the history of fake news. BIOR
was represented by an institutional report. The field trip to The Research Centre for Aquatic Fauna
in Linkebeek informed participants about monitoring and restoration activities for saving aquatic
fauna species.

Photo 7. EURASLIC XX, Brussels, 2023.

As organising a conference is a complex process in order to give potential hosts some
recommendations, the initiative of making a ‘conference minimum requirements’ document was
approved in 2001. EURASLIC Conference minimum requirements are available on the
EURASLIC Web. In order to accommodate current trends, the requirements were updated in
2022, they now include the possibility of hosting the biennial conference online or as a hybrid

event, a major change from the in person only conference model that prevailed until 2020.
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EURASLIC grants

EURASLIC occasionally offers grants to support its members according to available funds and
current needs/priorities. Apart from EURASLIC grants, from time to time grants from partner
organisations (IAMSLIC , IOC, IODE) are also at the disposal of EURASLIC members.

An annual EURASLIC Grant for the Purchase of Library Equipment was introduced in 2002
(Varley, 2005). The grant was intended for an underprivileged European aquatic library for
purchase of computing equipment. The grant was awarded for several years until libraries
became relatively equipped. At the second Intermediate EURASLIC Executive Board Meeting
held in Paris, France in 2008 the decision was made to support projects instead of awarding
equipment grants (Bacheva, 2008). At time equipment was also provided through other projects
that EURASLIC members were involved in. As a part of ODINECET project ECET libraries

received equipment grants in 2010.

At the fifth conference held in Gdynia, Poland, the subject of exchanges of staff between
EURASLIC members was mentioned along with the EURASLIC involvement in training courses
(lwueke, 1995.). In accordance with the proposal EURASLIC members have been encouraged
and supported by EURASLIC to partake in study visits to other EURASLIC institutes, especially
visits by members from former Eastern European countries to Members' institutes in other parts
of Europe. Several members seized that opportunity in the past. In 1995 Maria Kalenchits from
Estonia and Igor Ivashchenko from Ukraine visited the Sea Fisheries Institute, Gdynia, Poland
(Ganowiak, 1996). In 1996 the Estonian Marine Institute librarian visited several Finnish libraries.
Olga Akimova (Akimova, 2000) and some other members visited Plymouth Marine Laboratory
(Kalenchits, 1996) while others visited Institut fir Meereskunde and Universitaet Kiel, Germany.
Valentina Khazova from PINRO, Murmansk had an opportunity to take training courses at the
library of the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas (Sevastopol) in the period 1996-1998
(Khazova, 2002). Snejina Bacheva, Institute of Oceanology, Varna, Bulgaria visited the National
Centre for Marine Research Directorate of Research Support & Documentation Library (NCMR),
Athens, Greece in 2002 (Bacheva, 2003). The National Representative for Spain visited the
EurOcean organisation, Lisbon, Portugal. In 2004 Matgorzata Grabowska-Popow with financial
support of Leibniz Institut fir Meereswissenschaften an der Universitat Kiel visited the two units
of the Institute GEOMAR Library West and IFM-GEOMAR Library East in Kiel. Also such visits
are possible by other available grants. Matgorzata Grabowska-Popow visited Germany again in

2017 thanks to the Bibliothek & Information — International/Bibliothek & Information Deutschland
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grant. She visited the Scientific Library of the Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research,

Warnemuinde, Rostock (Grabowska-Popow, 2017).

In order to support participants who do not have access to funding to attend the EURASLIC
conferences, a travel grant is offered to EURASLIC members. As EURASLIC members are also
IAMSLIC members they can apply for the IAMSLIC travel grant for attending IAMSLIC
conferences but the funding is administered primarily by the Regional Groups.

Special Interest Group within EURASLIC

To gather together members around a common interest, occasionally Special Interest Groups
(SIG) were formed within EURASLIC. Some of the groups were: Mediterranean Special Interest
Group (MedSIG), Freshwater Special Interest Group, Environment Special Interest Group, and
European Countries in Economic Transition (ECET). Some of the groups had their sessions
during the conferences with regard to broadening discussion on common subjects and problems,
while others were more active and had their meetings, educational training or joint projects. Due
to the broader research scope of some institutions member libraries were sometimes part of

several Special Interest Groups.

The question whether there is the need for the Freshwater Special Interest Group was raised in
1994 at the 5" conference held in Gdynia. It was stressed that even though there are 55% of
freshwater institutions listed in the directory, approximately only 16% of freshwater
representatives attended EURASLIC meetings. It was suggested that EURASLIC can provide the
best forum for the discussion and development of freshwater information services in Europe thus
giving space to Freshwater Special Interest Group (Pettman, 1995). The group had its regular

discussion sessions during the EURASLIC conferences.

EURASLIC Environmental libraries gathered together around the UNIverse Project in the nineties.
The coordinator of the Environmental group was lan Pettman, from the Freshwater Biological
Association (FBA). Seven EURASLIC members participated in the project: The Freshwater
Biological Association; Bundesamt fur Seeschifffahrt und Hydrographie; The Centre for the
Economics and Management of Aquatic Resources (CEMARE), University of Portsmouth; The
National Centre for Marine Research, Athens; The National Marine Biological Library, Plymouth
Marine Laboratory; The National Oceanographic Library, Southampton Oceanography Centre;
and The Swedish Environment Protection Agency (Pettman, 2000). During the Conference in

Aberdeen along with some other groups (ECET, Mediterranean) the Environment Institutes raised

19



Proceedings of 20th Biennial Conference of the European Association of Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centres
(EURASLIC), 3-5 May, 2023, Brussels, Belgium

the questions of mutual concern and possible future action addressing the broader needs of the
group and it was decided to establish officially an environmental interest group. The group had its
discussion during the joint EURASLIC/IAMSLIC conference held in 2001 in Brest it was stated
that although environmental libraries are also aquatic libraries, they have many common

environmental interests (Baron, Varley.J., 2002 ; Paavilainen, E., 2002).
Mediterranean Special Interest Group (MedSIG)

The creation of regional groups like the Mediterranean was first discussed at the Open forum at
the 7th biennial meeting of EURASLIC in Athens. The idea was further developed at the 8th
EURASLIC conference in Aberdeen in 2000 and 9th EURASLIC conference in Brest in 2001 and
Joan Baron Varley was the first to work through the initial proposition. The group was formed and
had a discussion session at the 10th EURASLIC conference in Kiel in 2003. During that session,
there was also a proposal to set up a network of Mediterranean libraries dealing with marine
environmental information. Margaret Watts from UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan (Greece) and
Sofia Goulala from National Centre for Marine Research (Greece) agreed to coordinate further
actions. By the 11th EURASLIC conference in Split in 2005, the network of libraries began to
form. It was a cooperative effort amongst 45 libraries and information centres around the
Mediterranean, which had broader scope as it included members outside EURASLIC group like
North African countries around the Mediterranean, that were members of AFRIAMSLIC regional
group. The aims of the group were to share and exchange information on issues related to the

Mediterranean region and to give support on developments in information management.

First meeting of the Mediterranean Marine and Aquatic Science Libraries and Information Centres
Network was held in Cadiz, Spain, in 2008, where 10 representatives from six countries presented
their libraries and information centres (Watts; Mayer, 2010). Later on, the web portal of the
Network was set, the ILL network started to form, and the network changed its name to
Mediterranean Aquatic Libraries and Information Centres Network. Due to the closing of the
library/information center of UNEP MAP, whose staff (Margaret Watts) did the majority of MedSIG
work, after 2012 MedSIG and the Network stopped its activities.

European Countries in Economic Transition (ECET)

The members from ECET countries began joining EURASLIC in 1994 when the EURASLIC
conference was held in Poland and invitations to join the Association were sent to the Eastern

European countries (Akimova, 2004). The group European Countries in Economic Transition
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(ECET) was formed in 2000 during the conference held in Aberdeen with Maria Kalenchits as

ECET Representative.

At the beginning, the issue the group addressed was computerisation of member libraries with
adequate equipment and software, and the possibility of training for the group members. A priority
goal was to optimise the Interlibrary Lending Service within the Association through improvement
of the access to the information on serials available at the aquatic libraries of Central and Eastern
Europe. Members of the ECET group have subsequently prepared a proposal to carry out a
Scoping Study for a Black Sea Regional Library Cooperation.

At the 8th Session of the IODE Group of Experts on Marine Information Management (GEMIM-
VIIl) Jan Haspeslagh EURASLIC president at the time gave an overview of EURASLIC ECET
group stressing the needs of marine libraries in Eastern Europe. The GEMIM Group proposed
establishment of an ODIN for Eastern Europe to strengthen the capacity of marine libraries in
Eastern Europe. The summary report of the GEMIM-VIII Session was approved at the 18th
Session of the IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange
(IODE-XVIII) (Oostende, 26-30 April, 2005).

The ODINECET project started in 2006 in collaboration with IODE. The project brought together
the following countries: Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, and Latvia. The first
project coordinator was Maria Kalenchits (Kalenchits, 2006). As Maria Kalenchits moved to Fiji in
2006 to work as a Librarian/PIMRIS Coordinator at the School of Marine Studies, University of
the South Pacific (Fiji), the project coordinator became Olga Akimova. In 2017 Ekaterina Kulakova
became the project coordinator. The number of members varied over the years, at the 10th
anniversary it reached 23 members and 19 institutions. Some of the goals of the project were: to
support the networking of aquatic libraries in ECET countries, to provide the training to the

members, to develop ECET Union Catalogue, and to establish a repository (Akimova, 2015).

The First ODINECET Training Course on Marine Information Management was held at the 10C
Project Office for IODE in Oostende, Belgium on March 13-24, 2006. At the beginning the training
was specially organised for the ODIN ECET group, and after the initial goal was achieved,
members of the group were able to continue their education separately, attending Marine
Information Management Training Courses organised as part of OceanTeacher Academy.
Altogether from 2006-2013 around 15 courses were held at the IODE office, Oostende, that were

attended by members of the group. Besides courses planned as Marine Information Management,
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some members also attended data management courses. Two education courses took place
outside Belgium. A regional MIM training course for Ukrainian and Russian aquatic librarians, 7-
9th May 2007, “Krimskoe Primore” was held as a post conference workshop. The other ODIN
ECET course was held in Sevastopol in 2011 as a joint meeting of ODIN ECET and
ODINBlackSea group. Among presentations and other topics, the group discussed possibilities
of digitisation of rare books on marine science in the ODINECET region. The OceanTeacher
Academy project was replaced in 2014 by OceanTeacher Global Academy which is a network of
decentralised Regional Training Centres (Akimova, 2012).

Photo 8. Participants of the first ODINECET MIM Training in 2006 in Oostende, Belgium

One of the first activities of the group was the creation of the Union List of Serials of ECET Group
(European Countries in Economic Transition) aquatic libraries (Kalenchits, 2006). The idea was
discussed previously by participants at the 10th EURASLIC Conference held in Kiel in 2003, and
further developed after the ODINECET project started (Kalenchits, 2003). The first version of the
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catalogue was too complicated for inputting records, therefore in 2012 a new web-based interface
for the input and management of the ODINECET Union Catalogue of Serials was developed by
VLIZ IT staff and introduced by Jan Haspeslagh. The list of serials has been updated by the
Marine Library of VLIZ (Akimova, 2015).

The electronic document repository for ODINECET group (CEEMaR) was established in 2008 as
a thematic digital repository covering the marine, brackish and freshwater environments and
providing access to papers produced by staff of the ECET countries Institutes. On November 21,
2015 due to a power blackout the IBSS server that hosted the CEEMaR repository went down
and was no longer accessible. As a consequence, the group members decided to archive
documents in the IODE OceanDocs repository (OD) (Kulakova et al, 2016). At the 45th Annual
IAMSLIC Conference held in Port Aransas, TX, USA in October 2019, in line with the results of
the survey conducted by the Aquatic Commons Evaluation (ACE) team it was decided to create
a new joint repository by merging OceanDocs (IODE) and Aquatic Commons (IAMSLIC)
repositories (Kulakova, 2015). This decision had a great impact on the ECET group; therefore,
ODINECET Coordinator Ekaterina Kulakova was actively involved in the Joint Repository Working
Group, as a member of IODE SG, and co-manager of the project of the AquaDocs e-Repository.
Implementation of KOHA software in the libraries of the ODINECET group started in 2016. The
overall objective of the KOHA development project was to support the development of KOHA ILS
software for libraries of the ODINECET group. KOHA software installed on the Institute of Biology
of the Southern Seas of the Russian Academy of Sciences (IBSS) RAS server (catalog.marine-
research.org) is configured to share a single Koha installation among multiple branches, which
are supposed to be independent organisations (Akimova, 2016). The separate KOHA instance
has been successfully used by IBSS as a part of the CRIS system (Current Research Information
System) — SCI-INFO (sci-info.maine-research.org). Koha is used in the system as a back end
bibliographic information storage, collecting information on all papers of different types (articles,
patents, abstracts, monographs etc.) published by the IBSS staff during the period. The KOHA

Project implementation was conducted by Olga Akimova (IBSS, Sevastopol) and her team.

Projects

EURASLIC patrticipated in various projects together with its partners or through Special Interest

Groups. As mentioned, the Environment Special Interest Group participated in the UNIverse
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Project from 1996 to 1999 (Pettman, 2000). The project was funded by the European Commission
with the goal of developing a virtual union catalogue, networking environmental sciences literature
in over 50 libraries across Europe (Baron& Varley, 1998). One of the targeted subjects was
Environmental Sciences. The leader and coordinator of the Environmental SIG lan Pettman, was
also a project leader (Pettman, 1996). In the first months of the project, work packages were
installed, a Project handbook produced, and e-mail systems co-ordinated (Pettman et al, 1998).
Seven EURASLIC libraries participated in the project (Pettman, 2000).

BLICOP Black Sea Regional Library Co-Operation Project was initiated in 2002. The aim was to
create an online knowledge management system for literature on the Black Sea (Varley, 2005).
The project brought together libraries from Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey and
Ukraine. Olga Akimova, Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas (Ukraine) was the project leader.
The Scoping Study meeting was held at the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas (Sevastopol,
Ukraine) from 7th to 9th August 2002. The aim of the project is to create an online cooperative

bibliographic information system for literature on the Black Sea (Akimova et al, 2003).

ECET group as already mentioned was part of the IODE ODIN project as ODINECET. The focus
was on marine information management providing education, catalogue creation, implementation
of Koha software, and creation of its own repository. After the CEEMaR repository was no longer
available and OceanDocs was replaced by AquaDocs group coordinator Ekaterina Kulakova was
actively involved in the Joint Repository Working Group, as a member of IODE SG while
EURASLIC libraries from ECET group were actively involved in depositing items into the
repository. AquaDocs was created and launched in 2021. By 2022, the migration of content from
Aquatic Commons and OceanDocs had been implemented; its governance and maintenance had
been accomplished by Atmire, the host provider. AquaDocs is funded and managed by the
UNESCO/IOC International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IODE) and the
International Marine and Aquatic Sciences Libraries and Information Centers (IAMSLIC) with
support from the FAO Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts. The repository is at the disposal
of the whole EURASLIC community as an information source but also as an input repository for
the EURASLIC. Over 4600 records are deposited by the European Region ODIN-ECET group
and other European countries, including Germany, Latvia, Poland, Russian Federation, Ukraine,
and the United Kingdom. To facilitate use of AquaDocs several AquaDocs workshops were

organised throughout 2022 conducted by the AquaDocs team.
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In April 2016 Bart Goosens, EURASLIC president 2015-2019 represented EURASLIC at Digimar
Euromarine workshop, held at National Marine Biological Library in Plymouth. The main aim of
the DIGIMAR workshop was to identify the unique records and literature that Marine libraries hold
and outline potential new digital services and digitisation projects. Models for cooperation were
suggested to undertake joint projects thus improving the exchange and dissemination of
information (Bultmann, 2016). At the 17th EURASLIC Biennial conference held in Bremen in 2017
Barbara Bultmann gave a presentation on the DIGIMAR project with an overview on the
workshop. As a future plan, the possibility of harvesting marine digital materials was mentioned
(Bultmann, 2017).

Membership throughout the years

The number of members varied throughout the years. The first inaugural meeting gathered 36
participants, the second Paris meeting was attended by 75 participants. In 2001 the association
had 79 members from 22 European countries, of which only 27 members were also members of
IAMSLIC (Baron-Varley, 2002). In 2003 there were 106 members from 28 countries. Although
there were a significant number of new members from European Countries in Economic
Transition (ECET) it was noticed at the Kiel conference that there was a decrease of participants
from Scandinavian and other Western European countries. The membership reached its peak in
2005 with 110 members from aquatic science institutions. The number of members has been
decreasing since 2005, even though it's been stable for the last several years. The membership

number also has an influence on the number of participants at EURASLIC conferences.
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Graph 2. Number of participants at the EURASLIC conferences

The reasons for the decrease in membership is due to lack of funds, staff retirement, merging or
closure of the libraries, and most recently the Covid-19 pandemic, economic crisis and the war in
Europe. One of the tasks for the future is to restore the membership numbers to its peak in the

90s and 00s. For that purpose, a Task group was formed in 2022.
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Pandemic and its influence

After the 2019 conference held in Zagreb it did not occur to anyone that we would not see each
other in person for the next several years. The global outbreak of coronavirus in 2020 influenced
every segment of personal and professional life. One of the measures to combat the pandemic in
almost all European countries was the implementation of a lockdown for several months. Libraries
including EURASLIC ones had to adapt to new circumstances. During the closure there were not
many activities within the association, except for interlibrary loan. Mostly work from home
prevailed emphasising the importance of online services. There was some virtual contact between
members in order to find out how EURASLIC libraries were coping with the situation and COVID-
19 threat, however, it was not known what each library was doing to combat the difficulties. Thus
the EURASLIC Board decided to run an information gathering survey in September 2020.
According to the results, EURASLIC libraries, even in those circumstances, managed to provide
the majority of their services to their patrons and were of great support to their institution in difficult
times. Print/digital collections were partly or fully accessible online, interlibrary loan was very
intensive within the community and bibliometric services were available to patrons via online
research support. After the lockdown was over some libraries started working regularly and some

were working partially from home for some time (Konjevi¢ et al, 2001).

Participation in the international and national library events was not terminated either. The

meetings and conferences turned into virtual events.

Luckily there was no EURASLIC conference planned for 2020, but the IAMSLIC conference that
should have taken place in Wellington, New Zealand had to be held online. Thanks to the
sponsorship, the registration for the conference was free of charge for EURASLIC/IAMSLIC
members. As there were no travel costs either, it was a good opportunity for EURASLIC members
to participate at the IAMSLIC conference in greater numbers. The first IAMSLIC online conference
was a big success and gathered more than 122 participants from all regional groups, including 17
from EURASLIC. During the conference there was time reserved for Regional group meetings,
so EURASLIC seized that opportunity and held its first online (informal) meeting. Members agreed

to have online meetings from time to time (Konjevi¢, 2020).

In 2021 the situation regarding the COVID-19 pandemic had not improved greatly. EURASLIC
adapted quickly to the new circumstances, making the decision in April of 2021 to hold the joint

conference virtually instead of an in-person conference. The conference gathered 138
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participants, including 19 EURASLIC members, and was a great success thanks to being well
organised, having interesting presenters, and especially thanks to the enormous effort and
exceptional moderating skills of Stephanie Ronan who managed to bring us a virtual taste of

Ireland.

EURASLIC had its first online membership meeting called “Short EURASLIC catch-up meeting”
in December 2020. There were three catch-up meetings in 2021, and it was decided to continue
with this activity.

In 2022 one catch-up meeting was held in March, and members that were attending the IAMSLIC
hybrid conference attended a Regional group meeting during the IAMSLIC conference. Besides
catch-up meetings, for the first time, online board meetings started in 2021. It started with the
2021 online conference, where both board and business meetings were held online. The first
Board online meeting outside the conference was held on November 25, 2021. In 2022 the
EURASLIC Executive Board meeting was held in June. Regardless of some technical problems,
those meetings prove to be a very convenient way to discuss problems, and to take measure or
inform the community about novelties. As a result of those meetings in 2022 two Task groups

were formed:

Task group 1 — Membership: with the goal to determine activities in order to increase the number
of members and to get current members more involved in EURASLIC activities, which is an
ongoing activity.

Task group 2 — Web page: with the goal to revise the current website, find inactive pages or to

suggest changes to existing one, which has been done.

In order to perform their activities Task groups also had online meetings and e-mail

communication.
Cooperation with other organisations

Throughout the years EURASLIC has had good cooperation with its parent organisation IAMSLIC,
as well as with IODE and ASFA. Thus EURASLIC members can participate in IAMSLIC
committees, but also in joint projects, workshops and conferences. Some of the EURASLIC
libraries are ASFA partners or ASFA Associates. EURASLIC representatives occasionally
participate at IODE Sessions of the IODE Committee. The last one (26th Session of the IODE
Committee) was held online 20-23 April, 2021. Among issues of interest for EURASIC, attention
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was given to the future of ODINS, AguaDocs repository, strategic plan (2022-2025) for data and

information management.

Thanks to the virtual environment several EURASLIC members were able to participate at the
International Ocean Data Conference, which was held in Sopot, Poland as a hybrid event in
February 2022.

In collaboration with ASFA in March 2022, an OpenASFA Workshop was organised for
EURASLIC members. The workshop also included the invitation to EURASLIC members to
participate in AGROVOC Multilingual Thesaurus. The FAO ASFA Secretariat and AquaDocs
organised a joint training programme on the use of OpenASFA and AquaDocs, in five training
sessions. The training programme was held online from August 29 to September 2. The training
sessions were open to all, whether they are members of ASFA or EURASLIC/IAMSLIC. The
Europe-based participants in the training represented Croatia, Germany, Ireland, Poland, Russian
Federation, Turkey, the UK and more. After each session the trainees could complete a test and

get a certificate confirming their participation.

EURASLIC members were also invited to participate at the Aquatic Science Information
Professionals Supporting the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) joint event by FAO
ASFA Secretariat and AquaDocs (IODE and IAMSLIC) online conference held on 15th September
2022.

In 2022 the IAMSLIC conference was entitled “From streams to oceans: Libraries informing
sustainability of aquatic resources” and was held as a hybrid event. It was hosted in person in
Montevideo, Uruguay and online, once again giving EURASLIC members an opportunity to
participate at the IAMSLIC conference. As it was the first IAMSLIC hybrid conference it was
demanding in organisational terms, there were small technical obstacles that were solved
immediately. The FAO sponsored two live interpreters, for English and Spanish, which really
added to the accessibility, and reach of both the audience and the presenters. The conference
was amazing with a lot of interesting presentations covering subjects of data science, library
administration and leadership, information literacy but also ocean and climate change literacy and
support initiatives for the Sustainable Development Goal. Unfortunately, the virtual attendees
missed the opportunity to network in person with colleagues, attend the conference dinner, try

their hand (or feet) at tango and milonga, and of course the field trip to Maldonado.
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There were several events in 2023 of interest to the EURASLIC community. A very successful
International Ocean Data Conference “International Ocean Data Conference — II” which was held
at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France between 20-21 March 2023 as a hybrid event. This
was followed by the 27th Session of the IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data
and Information Exchange which was held in Paris, France on March 22-24, 2023 as an in-person
event. EURASLIC as an organisation received an invitation to participate at both events therefore
the EURASLIC President represented the association. IODC Il conference had 4 sessions that
were covering the following topics: Implementing the fair and care principles for ocean science
and sustainable development; Community engagement and capacity development in data
literacy; Global ocean digital ecosystem; Interdisciplinary, societal needs. Among other projects
ASFA was presented with an overview on software historical development from CDS-ISIS to
OpenAsfa 3.0 and implementation of FAIR principles in its development, also OBIS - Ocean
Biodiversity Information System recommended as data system, and AgquaDocs as document
repository for Ocean Decade. Part of the program was especially dedicated to the Ocean decade

project. Next IODC Ill meeting will be held in Barcelona, Spain in 2024, as an in-person event.

During 27th Session of the IODE Committee the report on the past inter-sessional period was
presented along with a short overview of IODE supported projects, among them also was the
AquaDaocs repository. IODE Action paper was presented and discussed, together with a proposed
work plan for the next inter-sessional period. Besides that, new co-chairs for the next inter-
sessional period were announced. As mentioned before, the ODIN ECET project was suspended
as well as other ODIN projects. It is recommended that the group activities should be focused on
IODE ongoing projects, therefore EURASLIC is already engaged in AquaDocs, as the main
project for the IAMSLIC/EURASLIC community. In regard to AquaDocs further collaboration of
ASFA and AquaDocs and joint promotion, and collaboration with IAMSLIC were advised. A more
active role is expected from IAMSLIC and EURASLIC in recruitment efforts in order to increase
IODE Assaciated Information Units (AlUS).

The 49" JAMSLIC conference was held jointly with the 34th meeting of the Cyamus regional group
in October 23 — 26", 2023. The theme of the conference What we do matters: Libraries, climate
change, and transformation reflects actuality and the roles of libraries. The conference was held
as a wholly online event, which once again gave the EURASLIC community a chance to

participate in greater numbers.
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Conclusion

In the past 35 years, EURASLIC successfully served as a platform for bringing together aquatic

information specialists from all Europe. Over the years the Association provided to its members

a range of activities such as projects, educational workshops, grants, publishing activities, and

free of charge interlibrary-loan services. EURASLIC continuously has its conferences and in 2023

reached its 20" jubilee conference. Although being a European association, EURASLIC is

involved in international activities through IAMSLIC and by ongoing cooperation with IODE and

ASFA. For the future, EURASLIC is planning to continue with current activities and projects and

to attract new projects, new members and to expand its visibility.
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